Navy has always been loyally Blue; have you any sea-
men to use in The Gty?"

"Fewer than ever before/' he said. "The ships and
men are all along Karamania and so forth, wherever
there is shelter; the men housed and the ships often
hauled up on the slips. They are waiting to move the
army in the spring. I have a few reservists here; and the
Coast-Guard Service."

"How many?" she asked.

"Two hundred, somewhat scattered. I am con-
centrating them," he said.

"Prince," she said, "would you not upset the Green
plan if you stood for Consul against Hypatius?"

"That is a new thought," he said, looking up eagerly.

"Had you never thought of that?"

<cNever. If I give up the command, of course, I could
do that."

"Won't you do it? You would upset all their plans
by standing. No one would vote for Hypatius against
you. Your policy would be peace abroad; as evidence of
that you could show that you have given up the Eastern
Command, and are not going against Persia. You can
have no idea of the comfort that would give here and
abroad."

"It has much to recommend it," he said. "You are
helpful in suggestion."

"It might bring on the conflict here," she said, "but
I think not. The Greens have made their plans for the
clash to come in just under three weeks from now. They
cannot alter their plans at once. Their armed forces
are at some distance, just as yours are. They could not
alter any plan without consulting their army leaders; and
even if they wish to strike earlier, they cannot, without
preparation. Is not that so?"
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